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            WHICH NEEDLE SHOULD I USE?
Have you ever looked at the huge range of needles at your local needlework store and wondered what they are all used for?  Well, we will try and answer your question.

No matter what type of needlework one is doing, it is important to use the correct needle.  The needle used should pass easily through the fibres of the fabric and as a rule of thumb, the eye should be slightly larger them the ‘hole’ in the fibre to allow the thread to pass through the fabric easier.  For example, the needle used for stitching on 40 count fabric should be smaller then the needle used on 25 count fabric.

The size of a needle is designated by a number and the lower the number, the longer and/or thicker the needle.  A small, fine needle will have a larger number.

Tapestry Needles
The end of a Tapestry needle is blunt to prevent the needle splitting the fibres of the fabric or canvas being stitched.  The eye is usually large to allow easy threading of the threads being used.  The most commonly used size of Tapestry needles is from size 13- 28.  Sizes 13 – 24 would be used for Needlepoint and the smaller sizes 22- 28 for Cross stitch.

A size 22 needle could be used on smaller counts of fabric (10 to 14 count), size 24 – 26 on fabric 28 count and a size 28 needle on larger count fabric (32 count and higher)

Quality needles can be expensive and some brands are available in a gold or platinum coating or a petite size. 

Embroidery or Crewel Needles
Crewel needles can usually be found in sizes 1 to 10 and they have a sharp point.  The eyes are smaller and longer then a tapestry needle and suitable for most types of embroidery.

Chenille Needles
A Chenille needle has a large eye and is similar to an embroidery needle but they have a sharp point.

Beading Needle
Beading needles are normally long and thin with very small eyes to enable the needle to pass through the small holes in beads.  There are some shorter, more solid beading needles available and these are perfect for adding beads to cross stitch projects.

Quilting Needles
A Quilting needle is usually a size 1 to 10, and they have small round eyes.  These needles are also referred to as ‘betweens’ in some books.  These needles are perfect for quilting and hand sewing or hemming.

Needle Threaders
Just as there is a large range of needles on the market, there is also an equally large range of Needle Threaders.

From the simple silver threader to the more elaborate beaded models, they are all a wonderful timesaver and a recommended addition to your sewing basket.
